Anti-Catholic, Anti-Christian, Anti-Religious Activities in the U.S.

From the Catholic League for Religious an Civil Rights:

This year, 40 nativity scenes have been vandalized across the nation.  The vandals in Norwalk, Connecticut wrote profanity and drew satanic symbols.  “This isn’t the act of some crazy drunks—it is the act of hate-filled persons,” said Catholic League President William Donohue.

Of the 104 Hallmark Christmas cards, only 9 are religious and only one of these mentions Jesus.  In the Humor category, 3 have scatological references and 1 has sexual overtones.  Of the 6 Kwanzaa cards, all are respectful and none is humorous.

Yahoo electronic greeting cards have 31 categories, only one of which is Religious.  There are 7 e-cards dubbed Risqué that are replete with sexual gags.  In the Rude category, there are 17 scatological oriented cards.  All of the 12 Hanukkah and 24 Kwanzaa cards are respectful.

The mayor of Somerville, Massachusetts recently formally apologized for calling the city’s party a Christmas party. It’s now a Holiday party.

An AP article says some corporations are barring religious music from cubicles and calling their Christmas parties End of the Year parties.

The University of Alabama’s Office of Cultural Diversity recommends that all nativity scenes should be banned but menorahs are “fine.”

Anthony DiBello, Principal of Braden Middle School in southwest Florida proudly announced, “You won’t see any Christmas trees around here.  We keep it generic.”

In New York City schools, menorahs are allowed, but nativity scenes are banned.  Likewise, menorahs can be found on public property in Bar Harbor Islands, Florida, but crèches are forbidden.

Denver’s annual Parade of Lights took place on 3-4 December.  The words “Merry Christmas” were banned from all floats.  The chief sponsor of the parade is KUSA-TV, the local NBC affiliate.  Also in Denver, city officials will allow Merry Christmas lights this year for the last time, but will go with Happy Holidays starting next year.

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Office of Special Counsel, objecting to the personnel policies of Special Counsel Scott Bloch.  In its news release, PEER identifies Bloch as a “religious conservative” who has hired “recent graduates of the ultra-conservative Ave Maria law school.”  It quotes Jeffrey Ruch, the director of PEER, saying, “Scott Bloch’s personnel practices are straight from the DaVinci Code, rather than the civil service manual.”  

PEER has also lobbies Congress to remove an eight-foot cross atop the Mojave National Preserve in California, and it has sought to censor books at National Park bookstores that offer a Christian perspective of nature.
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In Tulsa, where only 2 of 232 churches are Catholic, the Nightingale Theatre recently featured the notoriously anti-Catholic play, “Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You.”  The play features a malicious nun who is confronted by four of her former students.  All of them are dysfunctional, directly traceable to their Catholic upbringing.  The play not only manages to mock virtually every Catholic teaching, it goes after Jesus with a vengeance.  In the end, the nun kills two of her ex-students.

The publisher of Harper’s magazine, John R. MacArthur, blasted both President Bush and Senator Kerry for advertising “their subservience to Jesus Christ and the Christian god, without the least concern about whether it might offend me.”

Gary Wills writes in the New York Times, “Can a people that believes more fervently in the Virgin Birth than in evolution still be called an Enlighten nation?”

From the American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ):

In the evening after hours, officials in Pasco County, Florida removed all Christmas trees from county-owned properties, including libraries, recreation centers, community centers, and other public areas. After intervention from the ACLJ, the officials eventually put the Christmas trees back up.

The Gresham-Barlow School District in Oregon prohibited 6-year old Justin Cortez from distributing Christmas cards to the other students.  After intervention from the ACLJ, the school district relented.

The ACLU of Ohio has successfully sued (so far) the Adams County School Board for permitting a local ministerial association to erect monuments on school property which display various historical texts, including the Ten Commandments.

The ACLU also won when it sued two counties in Kentucky which had displayed the Ten Commandments in their courthouses.

The State of Washington prohibits state scholarship funds from being used to assist students who pursue a degree in religious studies.  Courts have upheld this policy.

A school district in the State of Washington  prohibited a high school sophomore from using school facilities to organize a student Bible Club.  A federal appeals court ruled that school district acted improperly.

The city of Tucson had prohibited a public park from being used for a National Day of Prayer Event.  This was upheld by federal district and appeals courts but after 6 years was eventually vacated by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Last year, school officials in Plano, Texas stopped a third-grade student from handing out candy canes at Christmas time because he explained that the J-shaped candy stood for Jesus.  A court case filed by the Alliance Defense Fund and supported by the Civil Right Division of the U.S. Department of Education succeeded in reversing the school policy this year.
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The ACLU and the Americans United for Separation of Church and State have filed just recently a federal lawsuit in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania against the local school district for allowing a variety of theories to be taught regarding the origins of mankind.  The ACLU is alleging that simply teaching a theory of origins that includes a Creator is a violation of church-state separation.  

This lawsuit is similar to litigation now pending in Georgia, where a school district is being sued for simply putting in the front of its biology books a sticker that stated that the theory of Darwinian evolution was taught as a theory, rather than a fact.

The school district in Upland, California charges fees to religious groups for after-school community use of facilities, but does not charge fees to any other non-profit groups.  The matter is being litigated.

The City of Los Angeles has prohibited a street banner saying, “Jesus is Lord of the High Holidays.”  Although allowing hundreds of banners announcing a variety of messages, the city said the word “Jesus” must be removed from the sign.  The matter is being litigated.

Three years ago, pro-life demonstrators were arrested in Kansas City, Missouri for carrying “offensive” signs that showed an aborted child.  The U.S. Supreme Court is considering whether to hear the appeals of the demonstrators as violations of their free speech rights.

The City of Peabody, Massachusetts barred the Beverly Church of the Nazarene and the Living Hope Church of the Nazarene from renting space at a school.  Mayor Michael Vonfanti said, “As a strict constructionist, I believe in separation of church and state.”  The matter is being litigated.

Many, many more examples are available if you’d like them.

