CSA CRUSADES TO SAVE LIFE 

OF A CHRISTIAN IN AFGHANISTAN


James Lafferty, Executive Director of Christian Seniors Association, is crusading to save the life of a Christian in Afghanistan who faces execution under the laws of that country because of his faith.


Here’s the background:


In 1990, Abdul Rahman (his name means Servant of the Merciful in Arabic) converted from Islam to Christianity while he was working in Peshawar, Pakistan assisting refugees.


In 1996, the Taliban came to power in Afghanistan.  Under that Islamic regime, a person who converted from Christianity could be executed.


In October 2001, the United States overthrew the Taliban in Operation Enduring Freedom.  Rahman then moved back to Afghanistan.


In February 2006, Rahman, now 41, was arrested for his conversion to Christianity.  The judge in his case, Ansarullah Mawlavizada, said “If he doesn't revert back to Islam, he's going to receive the death penalty, according to the law.  We are trying our best to persuade the man to convert back to Islam."


At the same time, 16,000 American troops in Afghanistan are supporting the precarious government of President Hamid Karzai.


Like most Americans, President Bush was extremely upset to learn that anyone would be put to death for becoming a Christian.  “It is deeply troubling that a country we helped liberate would hold a person to account because he chose a different religion over another.”


The President said that future relations between the U.S. and Afghanistan would be affected by the outcome of this case.  


Lafferty agreed that freedom of religion is one of the primary indicators of whether or not a country is repressive.  Christians everywhere are shocked that, in 2006, anyone could be executed for their faith.


“Abdul Rahman is a rallying point for every Christian who has ever experienced persecution because of his or her commitment to Jesus Christ,” he said.


“We are asking all our members to immediately contact the Embassy of Afghanistan in Washington and let the officials there know that America is watching their every move.  American men and women came to Afghanistan in their hour of need and helped preserve what we thought was a government of free people,” Lafferty said.


The address, phone, FAX, and e-mail for the Afghanistan embassy in Washington, D.C. is:

Embassy of Afghanistan 

2341 Wyoming Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20008

Phone (202) 483-6410

FAX (202) 483-6488

E-Mail Info@embassyofafghanistan.org

Please call, write, FAX, or e-mail right now.  Your action may make the difference in deciding the outcome of this vital matter.


Tell the Ambassador from Afghanistan, Said Jawad, that Americans and freedom-loving people throughout the world deeply cherish the right of all persons to freely choose their own religion.  

Let him know that if Abdul Rahman receives the death penalty for being a Christian, it will irreparably damage relations between the U.S. and Afghanistan!

