
Christmas News Letter 2005

Dear Family and Friends,
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It does not seem possible but another Christmas has already past.  It seems, with our bad letter writing habits, that these Christmas news letters are the only way we communicate with you.  

The two of us spend a lot of our time keeping up (or trying to keep up) with our large house and the seven acres of hills surrounding us.  The views from Pilgrim Rest still enchant us daily with the breath taking views of mountains and canyons all the way to the Mexican border.  The colors change constantly through out the days and the seasons and we find it still well worth the extra effort to be here.  Living in the country has a few disadvantages however and it seems that an awful lot of time is spent just going to the stores and to the doctors!  

We also spend some of our time teaching Sunday School, H.S. physics and piano lessons.  We even are singing together in our little church choir.  We are in the process of transferring Anne's Father's theological library (over 1000 volumes) to a small Bible college in the Virginia mountains where they are eagerly awaiting them.

As you know, we have eighteen grandchildren spread from Virginia to Hawaii.  We try to see them as much as possible but that can be a problem at times.  Fortunately, eight of them live just down the mountain from us.

The first half of the year, I finished the physics lab class for a local homeschool consortium.  It was a wonderful experience with really great kids as students.  This school year, they don't have enough students for the full class so I am teaching Nat, my grandson on a one on one basis down in my “mini lab” at the barn.

Between the classes, Anne and I had a wonderful early spring trip to Saint Louis to see Jonathan and Jacqui's new home, a 10 acre beautiful country place in the woods and a small lake!    It reminds us of our place Shepherd Hill in Virginia only a lot bigger and better.  The grandchildren there seem to really enjoy the open place to play and enjoy the great outdoors.   

Right after that trip, we traveled to Honolulu to visit Jim and Sue and the grandchildren there and to celebrate Jim's promotion to become a Navy Chief.  It was a wonderful trip and a chance to really enjoy the Hawaiian experience.  This time Jim  had rented a beach cabin on one of the military reservations on the island.  It was a delightful time and we really loved going to sleep hearing the breakers on the beach close to our cabin.  We also were able to have a good visit with old neighbors from Virginia who now live in Hawaii. This was a good time for the trip in that Jim embarked on a long cruise aboard the USS Paul Hamilton shortly thereafter.   While on that cruise, Jim was selected for the LDO program and to become a Naval Officer, a major promotion.  The best part of this is that Jim will be now be assigned to a ship located here in San Diego.  That means we get to see the family a more than once in a while!

There was a lot of rain here last rainy season.  Therefore many weeds grew over our 7 acres.  While trying to use my (walk behind) DR bush hog on hills too steep for tractor use, I lost control of the machine and in the process of keeping it from rolling down the hill, I severely twisted my knee.  This has caused me to hobble around most of the summer.  Fortunately, a very good Christian helper, Thomas, comes by once a week and helps with the endless yard work.  

At the end of the summer, two of Stuart's girls went on a short-term mission trip to Honduras with Truro Church.  Although, they were delayed in coming back because of the Hurricane, Katrina, it was a very fruitful time for them.   The family there is doing very well.  We keep in touch via the internet, but we really missed not seeing them this year.

Anita, Scott and Beth are handling the eight McClatchey children very well.   We get to see them several times a week for which we are thankful.  Anita is homeschooling them as well as teaching the biology lab this year at the home school consortium.  Needless to say she has her hands very full!  I don't think she could do it without Beth helping so much.

My oldest grandson, Kiefer and I traveled together this fall to Wheaton Illinois where there is a small company for which Kiefer does some software work.  (He tele-commutes with the company).    Kiefer stayed with a friend, who is a student at Wheaton College, in his dorm room.  He worked with the company at the main office a few days, went to a MS conference in Chicago,  and was able to even attend a few college level classes.  He fell in love with college life (especially the dinning hall) and is anxious to get his application in.

I was able to see some of our old and dear friends and relatives, who live in the Wheaton area.  On the weekend, I took the train to Saint-Louis to spend the weekend with Jonathan and Jacqui.  Jonathan rode the train back to Chicago with me to visited some business associates in the area.  All in all, I packed in a lot of visiting in a few short days.   The train travel was delightful especially for an old train buff.  On the flight back to San Diego, we had to divert our landing to LA because San Diego was “socked in” with fog.   We got home quite late that night.
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Anne has been doing OK.  However on the last doctor's visit, her heart was again in irregular beat.  She had a third electro-cardio conversion (Shock Treatment) and right after the treatment, her heart was OK, but when she returned a week later for a checkup, her heart was back to its old tricks.  The Doctor said that there is nothing more they can do about it and that she will have to live with it for the rest of her life.  I am very thankful that my cancer is still in regression.

Love to you all with our wishes for a very happy New Year.


